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Affective Witnessing: Testimony in 
the Age of Post-truth 

Mukul Chaturvedi 

Abstract 

An interesting phenomenon of post truth moment is the rise of personal testimony and 

witnessing cultures. Informed by theories of affect, this paper examines how affective 

witnessing has emerged as a powerful tool in a highly mediatized and networked world by 

focusing on #MeToo movement and #NotlnMyName protest as they unfolded on social 

media and moved from digital to the real world Focusing on how affect constitutes witnessing 

as a collective and relational practice, with the effect of forming communities and provoking 

further testimonies, the paper argues that 'affective economies'(Ahmed 2004) of contemporary 

media landscape create feelings of communality an~ solidarity and reimagines new ways of 

being ethical and political. In fore grounding witnessing as a way of affecting and being 

affected, the paper draws attention to the challenges of contesting 'truth' claims, 'alternative 

facts', and competing witnesses, each claiming its own veracity with great vigour. The paper 

reflects on the paradox of the post truth moment which is marked by significant ethical 

quandaries that arise as we engage with mediatized witnessing in the digital age. 

Keywords: testimony, truth, ethical, affect, post-truth. 

Introduction 
The significance of testimony and bearing witness is inextricably linked to the 

issues of epistemic injustice and violence in contemporary times. Whether it is 

witnessing from the site of historical trauma as in Holocaust and Partition, 

testifying before Truth and Reconciliation in conflict zones as part of transitional 

~ustice, denouncing human rights violations in testimonio, testimony finds a pla~e 

ID the context of denial, oppressiop, violence where the victim or the survivo~ m 

th~ act of giving testimony reco and collective oppression. Beanng 

witness to trauma has been • way of moving foiward after 

gen~cide and hwnan rights vio ·~-tus to 'speaking out' 

agamst injustice, oppression,; _.,.,,,...,, can be attributed 
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